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Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The instant Specification does not provide 
clear support for the valve being "unitary" as now recited and contains no such 
terminology. Recitation in claim 1 of the valve being 'unitary" thus constitutes NEW 
MATTER. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section nnade in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
SilvenA^ater patent 3,262,565. 

With respect to claims 1,15 and 18, SiivenA/ater discloses a filter assembly having 
a housing 1,30 open at an upper end, an annular filter media/core assembly 40,50.41 
disposed in said housing, an end plate 8 in combination with ring part 13, secured to the 
housing and closing the open end thereof, the end plate 8,13 having first inlet opening 
means 7,10, second inlet opening means 7,16 and outlet opening means 6, a 
combination valve 1 1 disposed between the annular filter media/core assembly and the 
end plate for controlling fluid flow through the first inlet opening means and the second 
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inlet opening means, the combination valve including a first annularly outer portion 
cooperating with the first inlet opening means and a second annular interior portion 
cooperating with the second inlet opening means, the second portion having more 
resistance to fluid flow than the first portion (column 9, lines 53-55), whereby, in normal 
operation, the first portion will yield prior to the second portion and fluid flow will pass 
through the first inlet opening means, the annular filter media/core assembly and then 
be discharged through said outlet opening means and when the annular filter 
media/core assembly begins to clog, pressure upstream of the first portion will build and 
upon attainment of a predetermined pressure, the second portion will open the second 
inlet opening means and fluid flow can pass through the second inlet opening means 
and out the outlet opening means bypassing the annular filter media/core assembly 
(see column 5, lines 27-50 and column 9, lines 32-42). 

Regarding claims 2 and 17, the valve comprises a spring disposed between the 
top of the annular filter media/core assembly and the inside of the housing for biasing 
the annular filter media/core assembly toward the end plate to retain the combination 
valve in place (column 5, lines 39-40), also see column 6, lines 39-46. 

Regarding claims 3,16 and 18, the combination valve comprises an annular 
member, with the first portion extending outwardly from a central portion and the second 
portion extending inwardly from the central portion, the second portion being stiffer than 
the first portion; the annular filter element engaging the central portion of the 
combination valve between the first portion and the second portion to retain the 
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combination valve in place (see the options for valve structure disclosed in column 9, 
lines 33-55). 

For claim 4, the annular filter media/core assembly includes a upper central core 
35 surrounded by filter media and the lower end of the central core engages the central 
portion of the combination valve. 

For claim 5, the end plate portion 13 has an inclined surface inclined with respect 
to the longitudinal axis of the housing and a transverse surface transverse to the 
longitudinal axis of the housing (figure 1 ), the first inlet opening means being disposed 
in the inclined surface and the second inlet opening means being disposed in the 
transverse surface (shown in figure 1). 

For claims 6 and 7, the 1** and 2"'' inlet opening means comprises a plurality of 
openings (column 5, lines 27-28). 

For claim 8, the first and second inlet opening means each comprised a plurality 
of openings an-anged generally in a circle around the axis of the filter assembly, the 
circle of openings for the first inlet opening means being substantially concentric to the 
circle of openings for the second inlet opening means, with the annular filter/media core 
assembly urging the combination valve against the end plate in the region between the 
two circle of openings (figures 2 and 3 and column 5, lines 27-28). 

For claim 9, the annular filter media/core assembly comprises a core 35/41 , a 
filter media 40 or 50 surrounding the core and end caps 42,43,52,53 at the ends of the 
filter media, the filter media and end caps being fabricated from materials that can be 
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bonded to fuse the connponents to one another and preclude any significant fluid flow 
therebetween (column 6, lines 28-32). 

For claim 10, the filter media and the end caps are ultrasonically or otherwise 
welded to one another (column 6, lines 29-30). 

For claim 1 1 , the second portion has a surface or portion engaging the end plate 
13 and a surface engaging section 52 of the central core and another surface or portion 
that engages an end plate. 

For claim 12, there is a manifold cover or lid 27 secured to the end plate, the lid 
having outwardly extending recesses to receive inlet and outlet lines 2 and 3, also see 
gaskets 29. 

For claim 13, see complementary retaining means between the gasket and the 
sides of the recess for retaining the gasket in the recess (column 5, lines 51-59). 

For claim 14, the complementary retaining means include projections on either 
the gasket or a wall of the recess, wherein when the gasket is inserted into the recess, it 
will be retained therein (figure 1 and column 5, lines 51-59). 

Applicant's arguments filed on May 1 , 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. It is argued, particularly with respect to dependent claims 3,6 and 
1 8, that the valve of Silverwater is not unitary in that it does not simultaneously perform 
functions of a check valve and bypass valve. The following is submitted; the instant 
claims contain no recitation of functional or structural language for preventing reverse 
flow of a fluid or other check valve functions; the Silverwater valve does perform a 
bypass or relief valve function, which is claimed((column 8, lines 26-31 and 58-69); the 
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Silverwater valve does perform a combination or dual role of a bypass valve and 
pressure-relief valve (column 8, lines 58-69). 

Regarding clainns 2 and 17, it is argued that Silverwater lacks a filter-biasing 
spring. However, it is submitted that column 6, lines 39-46 describe such function of 
coil spring 63. 

For claim 5, it is argued that the end plate portion 13 of Silverwater contains no 
"inclined surface", however the surfaces of plate 13 defining orifices 10 are inclined. 

For claim 1 1 , it is argued that the disc 1 1 of Silverwater lacks a 2""^ portion that 
engages the end plate and surface engaging the central core; however, figure 1 shows 
disc 1 1 extending between end plate 8 and plate 13 that has an axially extending core 
portion. 

For claim 12, it is argued that manifold 27 of SilvenA^ater bears no relation to a lid 
having an outwardly extending recess receiving a gasket. However, such manifold 
does function as a lid for the upper portion of the SilvenA/ater filter and has a recess on 
its outer portion for sealing members 28 and 29. 

For claims 13 and 14, it is argued that there is no complementary retaining 
means; see column 5, lines 51-59 of Silverwater. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant Is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action Is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner sliould be directed to Joseph Drodge at telephone number 
571-272-1 140. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Wanda Walker, can reached at 571-272-1 151 , The fax 
phone number for the examining group where this application is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either private PAIR or Public 
PAIR, and through Private PAIR only for unpublished applications. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see httD://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have any questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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